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ELA MCPS 7th Grade Pacing Guide 
 

 

MCPS Vision for Learning 

Using high-quality instructional materials, teachers will prepare learning experiences that include standards-aligned questions 

and tasks to create rigorous learning opportunities. Students build knowledge that is transferable to experiences outside the 

classroom through ownership of their reading, writing, thinking, problem solving and collaboration, with support as needed, to 

ensure access for all. Leadership will support these expectations through a reflective culture of improvement and accountability. 

In pursuing student mastery of new and prior content, sound assessment practices and the scaffolding of remediation are 

utilized to address standards gaps. 

 

Maury County Public Schools provides a Scope & Sequence to guide English Language Arts teachers in organizing their 

teaching and assessment of students on the Tennessee ELA Academic Standards.    

 

 

This Scope & Sequence is developed in alignment with my Perspectives™, a standards-aligned program that includes a flexible 

instructional model; thematic units; multi-genre texts; integrated reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language skills 

instruction; and collaborative activities.     

 

Each unit of the S&S will feature:  

Unit Topics and Essential 

Questions 

The essential questions frame all unit activities and discussions.  

Focus Standard These ELA standards are assessed on each Savvas unit test. Consider these standards 

when planning common formative assessments with your PLC team. 

CFA Standards These standards are generated from the TNReady Blueprints. 

Performance Tasks and  

Assessment Options 

Refer to the MCPS Pacing Guide below. 
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Pacing Calendar 

 
Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 

August 1–     

September 23 

September 26 - 

November 18 

November 28 –    

February 3 

February 6 –      

March 24 
March 27 – May 22 

 

Following the suggested pacing calendar above will preserve time over the course of the year to ensure that students 

build the full body of knowledge provided by each unit. This pacing should be used in conjunction with the Unit 

Preparation Guide (UPG), particularly Step 3. Each year, teachers need to reflect on the standards students need to 

master (based on student data and TN Blueprints) and prepare the units to reflect these needs. Step 3 of the UPG 

allows teachers to determine the texts and lessons that are considered “must dos” and “may dos.” It is understood 

that all lessons in a unit may not be completed in the time allocated. Therefore, teachers should judiciously select 

lessons based on data and grade-level expectations to prepare students for end of unit tasks and standards mastery.  
 

*In each unit, some of the texts are bolded. This is to indicate suggested “must do” texts within (based on the work this 

year). It is just a suggestion and teachers should make final determinations based on their work with the UPG and their 

students’ needs.  
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7th Grade Year at a Glance (standards assessed with My Perspectives Unit Assessments) 
Conventions 13-14%/ Vocab. 17-18% Reading Literature 32-34% Reading Informational Texts 32-34% 

U1 U2 U3 U4 U5 Standard U1 U2 U3 U4 U5 Standard U1 U2 U3 U4 U5 Standard 

A A A A A 7.L.CSE.1* A    A 7.RL.KID.1* A    A 7.RI.KID.1* 

A  A  A 7.L.CSE.1.a A  A A A 7.RL.KID.2* A  A   7.RI.KID.2* 

  A A  7.L.CSE.1.b  A A  A 7.RL.KID.3* A  A   7.RI.KID.3* 

A A  A A 7.L.CSE.2* A A  A A 7.RL.CS.4* A A  A A 7.RI.CS.4* 

   A  7.L.KE.3   A A  7.RL.CS.5*  A    7.RI.CS.5* 

 A A A A 7.L.VAU.4* A   A  7.RL.CS.6* A    A 7.RI.CS.6* 

A A A A A 7.L.VAU.4a      7.RL.IKI.7*      7.RI.IKI.7* 

A A A A A 7.L.VAU.4b      7.RL.IKI.9*  A  A  7.RI.IKI.8* 

   A  7.L.VAU.4c      7.RL.RRTC.10      7.RI.IKI.9* 

     7.L.VAU.4d         A   7.RI.RRTC.10* 

A A  A  7.L.VAU.5* Writing 2-4% Writing 2-4% (Continued) 

     7.L.VAU.6* U1 U2 U3 U4 U5 Standard U1 U2 U3 U4 U5 Standard 

       A  A  7.W.TTP.1* A     7.W.TTP.3* 

       A(c)    7.W.TTP.1.a,b,c      7.W.TTP.3.a,b,c,d 

Speaking and Listening      7.W.TTP.1.d,e      7.W.TTP.3.e,f 

U1 U2 U3 U4 U5 Standard      7.W.TTP.1.f,g A     7.W.TTP.3.g 

     7.SL.CC.1      7.W.TTP.1.h,i      7.W.PDW.4 

     7.SL.CC.2   A  A 7.W.TTP.2*      7.W.PDW.5 

     7.SL.CC.3      7.W.TTP.2.a,b,c      7.W.PDW.6 

     7.SL.PKI.4      7.W.TTP.2.d,e,f      7.W.RBPK.7 

     7.SL.PKI.5      7.W.TTP.2.g,h      7.W.RBPK.8 

     7.SL.PKI.6      7.W.TTP.2.i,j      7.W.RBPK.9 

                 7.W.RW.10 

*percentages reflect number of questions, not weight of questions 

 

My Perspectives Performance Based End-of-Unit Assessments 

Unit Speaking & Listening Writing 
Unit 1 SL.PKI.4, SL.PKI.5 W.TTP.3a-e, W.PDW.4, W.RBPK.9 W.TTP.10 

Unit 2 SL.PKI.4, SL.PKI.5, SL.PKI.6 W.TTP.1a-e, W.TTP.10 

Unit 3 SL.PKI.4, SL.PKI.5, SL.PKI.6 W.TTP.2, W.PDW.4, W.RBPK.9, W.TTP.10 

Unit 4 SL.PKI.4, SL.PKI.5, SL.PKI.6 W.TTP.1, W.PDW.4, W.TTP.10 

Unit 5 SL.PKI.4, SL.PKI.5, SL.PKI.6 W.TTP.2, W.PDW.4, W.PDW.5, W.PDW.6, W.RBPK.9 
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Unit 1 Generations 

Essential Questions What can one generation learn from another? 

Unit Texts Launch Text 

Grounded 

 

Whole-Class Learning  

Two Kinds (870L) 

A Simple Act (930L) 

From an Invisible Thread (890L) 

 

Small Group Learning  

Tutors Teach Seniors New High-Tech Tricks (1020L) 

from Mom & Me & Mom (610L) 

Mother to Son (poetry NP) 

Independent Learning (These are the best for 

writing task) 

Lineage (poetry NP)                        

“Gotcha Day” Isn’t a Cause for Celebration 

(1090L) 

The Grandfather and His Little Grandson (870L) 

Bridging the Generational Divide Between a 

Football Father and a Soccer Son (1120L) 

Water Names (900L) 

An Hour with Abuelo (840L) 

Standards Instructed Throughout the Unit 
Language Standards (CSE, 

KL, AU, VAU) 

 

Literature & Informational Text 

Reading Standards (KID, CS, 

IKI, RRTC) 

Speaking & Listening 

Standards (CC, PKI) 

 

Writing Standards (TTP, PDW, 

RBPK, RW) 

 
7.L.VAU.6              

7.L.VAU.5 

7.L.VAU.4.b, c 

7.L.VAU.4 

7.L.CSE.1 

7.L.CSE.1a 

7.L.CSE.2 

7.RI.KID.2          7.RI.IKI.9 

7.RI.IKI.7            7.RL.CS.6 

7.RI.CS.6           7.RI.KID.1 

7.RI.KID.3          7.RL.CS.4 

7.SL.PKI.4 

7.SL.PKI.5 

7.SL.CC.1 

7.SL.PKI.5 

7.SL.CC.2 

7.W.TTP.3.a, c, d, e, f, g 

7.W.TTP.2 c, g 

7.W.RBPK.9 

7.WRBPK.10 

7.W.PDW.4 

7.W.PDW.5 

Standards Assessed Throughout the Unit 
Performance-Based Assessment #1 Performance-Based Assessment #2 Performance-Based Assessment #3 

Task: 

The news blog and the memoir tell about 

how Laura and Maurice’s friendship helped 

them both.  To prepare for your assignment, 

consider the following: 

How the friendship started and grew 

How the friendship lasted so long 

Write an explanatory essay in which you 

analyze ways in which the authors of the 

Task: 

Work with your group to present a panel 

discussion in which you tell stories and give 

examples that relate to the following 

question. 

What new knowledge or skills can you learn 

from someone of a different generation? 

Task: 

Unit Assessment 

Performance Task: 

Write a nonfiction narrative explaining a time 

in which an adult helps a child solve a 

problem in their life. Use dialogue, 

description, and precise words to develop 

and convey experiences and events.  Your 
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two pieces present information about the 

same topic: the friendship between Laura 

and Maurice. 

 

narrative should respond to the following 

prompt: 

In what situations can one generation learn 

from another? 

Your narrative prompt might be about an 

experience that you had with an older 

relative or another person from a different 

generation.  As an alternative, you could 

write about an experience one of your 

friends or family members had with someone 

from a different generation.  Conclude your 

narrative by reflecting on the ways in which 

the selections in this unit and the process of 

writing this narrative have deepened your 

understanding of the relationships between 

people of different generations. 

Standards: 
7.W.TTP.3a, c-g 

7.W.PDW.4 

7.W.PDW.5 

Standards: 
7.SL.CC.1 

7.SL.CC.2 

7.SL.PKI.4 

7.SL.PKI.5 

Standards: 
7.W.TTP.3                        7.W.RBPK.9 

7.W.RW.10                      7.RI.KID.1 

7.RI.KID.2                         7.RI.KID.3 

7.RL.CS.6                         7.RL.KID.1 

7.RI.CS.4                          7.RI.CS.6 

7.RL.CS.4                         7.RL.KID.2 

7.L.VAU.4a, b                  7.L.VAU.5 

7.L.CSE.1                          7.L.CSE.1a 

7.L.CSE.2                          7.W.TTP.3d, g 

7.W.RBPK.7 

Additional Notes: 
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Unit 2 A Starry Home 

Essential Questions Should we make a home in space? 

 

Unit Texts Launch Text 

Leaving Main Street (1060L) 

 

Whole-Class Learning 

Dark They Were, and Golden-Eyed (media NP) 

Danger!  This Mission to Mars Could Bore You to Death! (1290L) 

 

Small-Group Learning  

Future of Space Exploration Could See Humans on Mars, Alien Planets 

The Last Dog (820L) 

Ellen Ochoa: Director, Johnson Space Center (media NP) 

Neil deGrasse Tyson on the Future of U.S. Space Exploration After Curiosity (930L) 

 

Independent Learning 

Science-Fiction Cradlesong (poetry NP)    

UFO Sightings and News                                                                

from Packing for Mars (1020L) 

Trips to Mars Could Damage Astronauts’ Brains (870L) 

Standards Instructed throughout Unit 
Language Standards (CSE, 

KL, AU, VAU) 

Literature & Informational Text 

Reading Standards (KID, CS, 

IKI, RRTC) 

Speaking & Listening 

Standards (CC, PKI) 

Writing Standards (TTP, PDW, 

RBPK, RW) 

7.L.VAU.4 

7.L.VAU.4a, b, c 

7.L.VAU.5 

7.L.VAU.6 

7.L.CSE.1 

7.L.CSE.2 

7.RI.KID.2                 7.RI.CS.5 

7.RL.CS.4                 7.RL.KID.3 

7.RI.CS.4                  7.RI.CS.6 

7.RI.IKI.8 

7.SL.PKI.4 

7.SL.PKI.5 

7.SL.CC.1 

7.W.TTP.1 a, b, c, d, e, f, h, i 

7.W.RBPK.9 

7.W.RBPK.7 

7.W.RBPK.8 

7.W.TTP.2 a, c, e, h 

7.W.TTP.3d, f 

Standards Assessed throughout Unit 
Performance-Based Assessment #1 Performance-Based Assessment #2 Common Formative Assessment 

Task: 

Based on the texts and audio you’ve 

encountered in this unit, as well as outside 

Task: 

You have read different selections that 

address the benefits and drawbacks of 

Task: 

Unit Assessment 

Performance Task: 
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reading and prior knowledge, write an 

editorial in which you respond to the 

following questions: 

Do the benefits of exploring Mars outweigh 

the risks? 

 

 

space exploration.  With your group, 

develop and deliver a multimedia 

presentation that addresses this question: 

Should space exploration be a priority for 

our country? 

Write an argument in which you state and 

defend a claim in response to the following 

question: 

Should we spend valuable resources on 

space exploration? 

Use credible evidence from the selections 

that you read and researched in this unit to 

justify your claim.  Support your claim with 

logical reasoning and relevant evidence, 

and organize your ideas effectively so that 

your argument is easy to follow.  Remember 

to address counterclaims, or alternative 

viewpoints, to your position.  Use a formal 

tone in your writing. 

Standards: 
7.W.TTP.1a, b, e, g, i 

7.W.RBPK.4 

7.SL.PKI.5 

7.W.RW.10 

Standards: 
7.SL.PKI.4 

7.SL.PKI.5 

Standards: 
7.W.TTP.1                     7.W.RW.10 

7.RL.CS.4                     7.L.VAU.5 

7.RL.KID.3                    7.RI.CS.4 

7.RI.IKI.8                       7.RI.CS.5 

7.L.VAU.4                     7.L.VAU.4a, b 

7.L.CSE.1                      7.L.CSE.2 

7.W.TTP.1a, b, c          7.W.RBPK.8 

7.SL.PKI.4 

Additional Notes: 
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Unit 3 Turning Points 

Essential Questions What can cause a sudden change in someone’s life? 

 

Unit Texts Launch Text 

At the Crossroads (931L) 

 

Whole Class Learning 

A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley Act I (NPL) 

A Christmas Carol: Scrooge and Marley Act II (NPL) 

From Scrooge: Media Film 

 

Small Group Learning 

Thank You, M’am (800L) 

From an American Childhood 

Urban Farming a Greener Future 

 

Independent Learning 

Little Things Are Big 

Profile: Malala Yousafzai 

Noor Inayat Khan from Women Heroes of WWII 

A Retrieved Reformation 

Standards Instructed throughout Unit 
Language Standards (CSE, 

KL, AU, VAU) 

Literature & Informational Text 

Reading Standards (KID, CS, 

IKI, RRTC) 

Speaking & Listening 

Standards (CC, PKI) 

Writing Standards (TTP, PDW, 

RBPK, RW) 

7.L.VAU.4 

7.L.VAU.4a, b, c 

7.L.VAU.5 

7.L.VAU.6 

7.L.CSE.1 

7.L.CSE.1a, b 

7.L.CSE.2 

7.RL.KID.1 

7.RL.KID.2 

7.RL.KID.3 

7.RL.CS.5 

7.RI.KID.1 

7.RI.KID.2 

7.RI.KID.3 

7.SL.PKI.4 

7.SL.PKI.5 

7.SL.CC.1 

7.SL.CC.2 

7.SL.PKI.6 

7.W.TTP.2 a, b, c, e, g, h, j 

7.W.RBPK.9 

7.W.RBPK.7 

7.W.PDW.4 

7.W.PDW.5 

7.W.PDW.6 

7.W.RBPK.8 
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Standards Assessed throughout Unit 
Performance-Based Assessment #1 Performance-Based Assessment #2 Common Formative Assessment 

Task: 

Review the selections in this section and 

analyze the ways in which specific events 

and experiences contribute to Scrooge’s 

transformation.  Then, write a cause-and-

effect essay in which you address the 

following prompt: 

How does Scrooge’s character transform 

over the course of the play? 

 

 

Task: 

With your group, review the selections you 

have read in this section and consider the 

ways the different turning points are 

described in the selections.  Then, present 

an explanatory essay in the form of a 

multimedia presentation in response to the 

following prompt: 

How are the turning points in the selections 

similar to and different from each other? 

Use images and other multimedia to 

emphasize and clarify key points in your 

presentation. 

Task: 

Unit Assessment 

Performance Task: 

Write an explanatory essay in response to 

the following question.  

What can cause a significant change in 

someone’s life? 

Develop a clear thesis, or controlling idea, in 

response to the prompt.  Then, use sufficient 

examples and quotations from the selections 

that you read in this unit to support your 

response.  Your essay should be logically 

organized and include transitions to show 

the relationships between ideas.  Be sure to 

maintain a formal style and tone in your 

writing. 

Standards: 
7.W.TTP.2 

7.W.TTP.2a, b, c, e, g, h, j 

7.W.PDW.5 

7.W.PDW.6 

7.W.RW.10 

Standards: 
7.W.TTP.2 

7.SL.CC.1 

7.SL.CC.2 

7.SL.PKI.R 

7.SL.PKI.5 

7.SL.PKI.6 

Standards: 
7.W.TTP.2a, b, c              7.W.PDW.4 

7.W.RBPK.9                      7.W.RW.10 

7.RL.KID.3                         7.RL.CS.5 

7.RL.KID.2                         7.RI.RRTC.10 

7.RI.KID.2                          7.L.VAU.4                         

7.L.VAU.4a, b                  7.L.CSE.1                          

7.L.CSE.1a, b                   7.SL.PKI.4 

Additional Notes: 
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Unit 4 People and the Planet 

Essential Questions What effects do people have on the environment? 

 

Unit Texts Launch Text: 

Rethinking the Wild (980L) 

 

Whole-Class Learning: 

from Silent Spring (1080L) 

Nobel Speech (media NP) 

 

Small-Group Learning: 

Turtle Watchers (poetry NP) 

“Nature” is what We See (poetry NP) 

The Sparrow (poetry NP) 

Eagle Tracking at Follens 

He-y, Come On Ou-t! (870L) 

 

Independent Learning 

from My Side of the Mountain (820L) 

How Grandmother Spider Stole the Sun (850L) 

The Story of Victor d’Aveyron, the Wild Child (980L) 

from of Wolves and Men (1010L) 

Standards Instructed throughout Unit 
Language Standards (CSE, 

KL, AU, VAU) 

Literature & Informational Text 

Reading Standards (KID, CS, 

IKI, RRTC) 

Speaking & Listening 

Standards (CC, PKI) 

Writing Standards (TTP, PDW, 

RBPK, RW) 

7.L.VAU.5 

7.L.VAU.4 

7.L.VAU.4a, b, c, d 

7.L.VAU.5 

7.L.VAU.6 

7.L.CSE.2 

7.RI.KID.1                 7.RI.KID.2 

7.RI.CS.4                  7.RI.IKI.7 

7.RI.IKI.8                   7.RL.KID.1 

7.RL.KID.2                7.RL.KID.3 

7.RL.CS.5 

7.SL.PKI.4 

7.SL.PKI.5 

7.SL.CC.3 

7.SL.PKI.6 

7.SL.CC.1 

7.SL.CC.2 

7.W.TTP.1 a, b, e, g, h, i 

7.W.TTP.2 a, c 

7.W.RBK.7 

7.W.RBK.8 

7.W.TTP.3 d, f, g 

7.W.PDW.5 
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Standards Assessed throughout Unit 
Performance-Based Assessment #1 Performance-Based Assessment #2 Common Formative Assessment 

Task: 

Use the knowledge you gained from the 

selections in this section as well as from your 

own experience to write an argument in 

which you take a position on the following 

question. 

What is the most significant effect that 

people have on the environment? 

After you write your argument, turn it into a 

blog post, and post it to a school or class 

website.  Be sure to include links to your 

sources. 

 

Task: 

You have read different perspectives 

between human beings and the natural 

environment.  With your group, develop and 

deliver a multimedia presentation in which 

you respond to the following question: 

Do people always have a negative impact 

on the environment? 

 

 

Task: 

Unit Assessment 

Performance Task: 

Write an argument in which you state and 

defend a claim in response to the following 

question: 

Are the needs of people ever more 

important than the needs of animals and 

the planet? 

State your claim with accuracy and support 

it with logical reasoning and specific, 

relevant evidence from the selections in the 

unit.  Organize your ideas effectively and 

use transitions to create cohesion and show 

the relationships between your claim, 

reasons, and evidence.  Provide a 

conclusion that supports your argument and 

offers new insight into the topic.  Remember 

to maintain a formal style and tone in your 

writing. 

Standards: 
7.W.TTP.1 a, b, e, h, i          7.W.RW.10 

7.W.RW.PDW.6                   7.W.RBK.8 

7.L.CSE.1                             7.L.CSE.1.b 

7.L.CSE.2                             7.L.VAU.4.c 

7.L.KL.3 

Standards: 
7.SL.CC.1                      7.SL.CC.2 

7.SL.CC.3                      7.SL.PKI.4 

7.SL.PKI.5                       7.SL.PKI.6 

Standards: 
7.W.TTP.1                     7.W.PDW.4 

7.W.RW.10                   7.RI.IKI.8 

7.RI.CS.4                      7.RL.CS.4 

7.RL.CS.5                     7.RL.CS.6 

7.L.VAU.4                     7.L.VAU.4a, b, c 

7.L.CSE.1                      7.L.CSE.1a, b 

7.L.CSE.2                      7.L.KL.3 

7.L.VAU.5                     7.RL.KID.2 

7.W.RBPK.8 

Additional Notes: 
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Unit 5 Facing Adversity 

Essential Questions How do we overcome obstacles? 

 

Unit Texts Launch Text 

Against the Odds (800L) 

 

Whole-Class Learning 

The Dust Bowl (Media Video) 

From the Grapes of Wrath (600L) 

The Circuit (730L) 

 

Small-Group Learning 

A Work in Progress (930L) 

The Story of My Life (970L) 

How Helen Keller Learned to Talk (Interview) 

A Young Tinkerer Builds a Windmill, Electrifying a Nation (1020L) 

 

Independent Learning 

The Girl Who Fell from the Sky (790L) 

Four Skinny Trees (690L)  

Rikki-tikki-tavi (1010L) 

From Facing the Lion: Growing Up Massai on the African Savanna (800L) 

Standards Instructed throughout Unit 
Language Standards (CSE, 

KL, AU, VAU) 

Literature & Informational Text 

Reading Standards (KID, CS, 

IKI, RRTC) 

Speaking & Listening 

Standards (CC, PKI) 

Writing Standards (TTP, PDW, 

RBPK, RW) 

7.L.VAU.4 a, b 

7.L.VAU.6 

7.L.CSE.1 a 

7.L.CSE.2 

 

7.RI.RRTC.10            7.RL.RRTC.10 

7.RL.KID.1                 7.RL.KID.2 

7.RL.KID.3                 7.RL.CS.4 

7.RL.IKI.9                  7.RI.CS.4 

7.RI.CS.6                  7.RI.IKI.7 

7.SL.CC.1 

7.SL.CC.2 

7.SL.PKI.4 

7.W.TTP.1 

7.W.TTP.2 

7.W.RBPK.7 

7.W.RBPK.9 

Standards Assessed throughout Unit 
Performance-Based Assessment #1 Performance-Based Assessment #2 Common Formative Assessment 

Task: Task: Task: 

Unit Assessment 
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Write an informative essay to the following 

prompt. 

How did the individuals in the selections 

cope with the obstacles they faced? 

Develop a clear thesis, or controlling idea, in 

response to the prompt.  Then, use sufficient 

examples and quotations from the 

selections that you read in this unit to 

support your response.  Your essay should be 

logically organized and include transitions to 

show the relationships between ideas.  Be 

sure to maintain a formal style and tone in 

your writing. 

Work in a small group to present a series of 

multimedia profiles, in which you address the 

question: 

How do people overcome enormous 

challenges? 

With the group, review the selections you 

have read in the section. Discuss the people, 

the challenges they faced, and the 

strengths and qualities that enabled them to 

overcome these obstacles. 

 

Performance Task: 

Write an informative essay to the following 

prompt. 

How can people overcome adversity in the 

face of overwhelming obstacles? 

Develop a clear thesis in response to the 

prompt.  Your thesis for this informative essay 

should make generalization about ways in 

which people persevere as they struggle to 

overcome adversity. 

Use specific examples and quotations from 

the selections to support your response.  

Your essay should be logically organized 

and include transitions to show the 

relationships between ideas.  Be sure to 

maintain a formal style and tone in your 

writing. 

Standards: 
7.W.TTP.2a, c, e, g, h 

 

Standards: 
7.SL.CC.1 

7.SL.PKI.4 

7.SL.PKI.5 

7.W.TTP.2 

7.W.RBPK.9 

 

Standards: 
7.RI.CS.4                    7.RI.CS.6 

7.RI.KID.1                   7.RL.KID.2 

7.RL.KID.3                  7.RL.CS.4 

7.L.VAU.4                   7.L.VAU.4a, b 

7.L.CSE.1                   7.L.CSE.1a 

7.L.CSE.2                   7.W.TPP.2 

Additional Notes: 
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TCAP Assessment Blueprint 
The standards listed below are the standards assessed on TCAP. 

Literature Informational Text Reading: 

Vocabulary 

Written Expression Conventions 

7.RL.KID.1 

7.RL.KID.2 

7.RL.KID.3 

7.RL.CS.5 

7.RL.CS.6 

7.RL.IKI.7 

7.RL.IKI.9 

7.RI.KID.1 

7.RI.KID.2 

7.RI.KID.3 

7.RI.CS.5 

7.RI.CS.6 

7.RI.IKI.7 

7.RI.IKI.8 

7.RI.IKI.9 

7.RL.CS.4 

7.RI.CS.4 

7.FL.VA.4 

7.FL.VA.5 

7.W.TTP.1 

7.W.TTP.2 

7.W.TTP.3 

7.L.CSE.1 

7.L.CSE.2 

7.L.VAU.6 
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Tennessee Academic Standards English Language Arts 
Language: Conventions of Standard English 

7.L.CSE.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage. 

a. When reading and listening, explain the function of phrases and clauses with effectively-placed modifiers. 

b. When writing or speaking, produce simple, compound, and complex sentences with effectively-placed 

modifiers. 

7.L.CSE.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. When reading 

or writing, explain the functions of commas to separate coordinate adjectives and use them correctly to do so. 

Language: Knowledge of Language 

7.L.KL.3 When writing and speaking, choose precise language to express ideas concisely. 

Language: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

7.L.VAU.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 7th grade-level text by 

choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 

b. Use common grade-appropriate morphological elements as clues to the meaning of a word or a phrase. 

c. Consult reference materials, both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or phrase. 

d. Use etymological patterns in spelling as clues to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

7.L.VAU.5 When reading, listening, writing, and speaking, explain the function of figurative language, word relationships, and 

connotation/denotation and use them correctly and effectively. 

7.L.VAU.6 Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; develop 

vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Literature Reading Standards: Key Ideas and Details 

7.RL.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 

conclusions. 

7.RL.KID.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an 

objective summary. 

7.RL.KID.3 Analyze how specific elements of a story or drama interact with and affect each other. 

Literature Reading Standards: Craft and Structure 

7.RL.CS.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 

analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including allusions to other texts and repetition of 

words and phrases. 

7.RL.CS.5 Analyze the form or structure of a story, poem, or drama, considering how text form or structure contributes to its theme 

and meaning. 

7.RL.CS.6 Analyze how an author establishes, conveys, and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a 

text. 

Literature Reading Standards: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
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7.RL.IKI.7 Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multi-media version, analyzing the 

effects of techniques unique to each medium. 

7.RL.IKI.9 Compare and contrast an historical account with a fictional portrayal of the same time, place, or character. 

Literature Reading Standards: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

7.RL.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literature through the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with a gradual 

release of scaffolding at the high end as needed. 

Informational Text Reading Standards: Key Ideas and Details 

7.RI.KID.1 Analyze what a text says explicitly and draw logical inferences; cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 

conclusions. 

7.RI.KID.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 

summary. 

7.RI.KID.3 Analyze the relationships and interactions among individuals, events, and/or ideas in a text. 

Informational Text Reading Standards: Craft and Structure 

7.RI.CS.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; 

analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including allusions to other texts and repetition of 

words and phrases. 

7.RI.CS.5 Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to 

the development of the ideas. 

7.RI.CS.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author distinguishes his or her position from 

that of others. 

Informational Text Reading Standards: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

7.RI.IKI.7 Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of a text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of 

the subject. 

7.RI.IKI.8 Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the evidence is relevant and sufficient 

to support the claims. 

7.RI.IKI.9 Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by 

emphasizing different evidence or advancing an alternate explanation of events. 

Informational Text Reading Standards: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

7.RI.RRTC.10 Read and comprehend a variety of literary nonfiction throughout the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with 

a gradual release of scaffolding at the high end as needed. 

Speaking and Listening: Comprehension and Collaboration 

7.SL.CC.1 Prepare for collaborative discussions on 7th grade level topics and texts; engage effectively with varied partners, building 

on others’ ideas and expressing their own ideas clearly. 

7.SL.CC.2 Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media formats; explain how this clarifies a topic, text, 

or issue under study. 

7.SL.CC.3 Explain a speaker’s argument and specific claims, focusing on whether the reasoning is sound, relevant, and sufficient. 

Speaking and Listening: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
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7.SL.PKI.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, 

details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

7.SL.PKI.5 Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify and findings and to emphasize major 

points. 

7.SL.PKI.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 

appropriate. 

Writing: Text Types and Protocol 

7.W.TTP.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s). 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, sufficient evidence; acknowledge and refute alternate or 

opposing claim(s). 

c. Organize the reasons and evidence clearly and clarify the relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 

d. Use credible sources and demonstrate an understanding of the topic or source material. 

e. Craft an effective and relevant conclusion that supports the argument presented. 

f. Use precise language and content-specific vocabulary. 

g. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 

h. Use varied sentence structure to enhance meaning and reader interest. 

i. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

7.W.TTP.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic or convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 

selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, using the introduction to prepare the reader for what is to follow. 

b. Synthesize and organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories using effective strategies to 

create cohesion and aid in comprehension. 

c. Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 

examples. 

d. Thoroughly and accurately explain and elaborate on the evidence provided, demonstrating a clear 

understanding of the topic and the source material. 

e. Craft an effective and relevant conclusion. 

f. Include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when appropriate. 

g. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and 

concepts. 

h. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 

i. Use varied sentence structure to enhance meaning and reader interest. 

j. Establish and maintain a formal style. 

7.W.TTP.3 Write narratives (fiction and nonfiction) to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, 

relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
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a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing speaker/narrator 

and/or participants/characters. 

b. Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

c. Create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

d. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description when appropriate, to develop experiences, 

events, and/or characters. 

e. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts, and show the 

relationships among experiences and events. 

f. Craft an effective and relevant conclusion that reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

g. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and 

events. 

Writing: Production and Distribution of Writing 

7.W.PDW.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

7.W.PDW.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 

editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

(Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 7.) 

7.W.PDW.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to collaborate with others; link to and cite 

sources; type a complete product in a single sitting as defined in W.1-3. 

Writing: Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7.W.RBPK.7 Conduct research to answer a question, drawing on multiple sources and generating additional related, focused 

questions for further research and investigation. 

7.W.RBPK.8 Use search terms effectively; integrate relevant and credible information from print and digital sources; quote and 

paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

7.W.RBPK.9 Support interpretations, analyses, reflections, or research with evidence found in literature or informational texts, applying 

grade 7 standards for reading; assess whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to 

support the claims and recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

7.W.RW.10 Write routinely over extended time frames and shorter time frames for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

 

 


